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MANDURAH RAIL LINE — AUBIN GROVE–ELIZABETH QUAY CLOSURE 
219. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Minister for Transport: 
I refer to the minister’s announcement on 5 June regarding the closure of the rail line between Aubin Grove station 
and Elizabeth Quay for up to 25 days, impacting 60 000 train users per day. What other models did the minister 
consider and then disregard before landing on this decision, which will result in major traffic congestion on an already 
congested freeway; and will the minister provide a guarantee to the people of Western Australia that this line closure 
will not be delayed beyond 25 days? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 
I thank the member for Moore for that question. The other model we could have used was not to do the 
Thornlie–Cockburn Link, which was the model the previous government adopted. Its model was to not build any 
new rail lines, and therefore there were no disruptions because if you do not do any work, you do not create any 
disruptions. That was its model; the model the previous government undertook was to not build any new rail lines. 
That is something we could have considered, but we chose not to. 
Let us remember the Thornlie–Cockburn Link. This was a commitment that the former member for Southern River 
made over two elections. At every election, the former member for Southern River went out and said, “We’re going 
to build the Thornlie–Cockburn Link.” Then, closer to the election, when there was no commitment from the previous 
Liberal–National government, he would say, “Oh, it’s because they’re not really targeting my seat, so therefore 
we’re not going to deliver it, because I’m not a marginal seat.” That is how the previous government undertook 
transport policy in WA. 
Several members interjected. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Does the member want to know about disruption? Why did the previous government sell the 
Westrail freight line? Why did it shut down tier 3 lines? Those were permanent disruptions. The previous government 
completely undermined freight on rail through regional WA, and we are trying to recover it. 
In relation to this question, I want to explain the scope of the works. Has the member ever been in the Glen Iris tunnel? 
I had the opportunity to go in it recently. 
Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Interesting graffiti! Actually, some nice graffiti about the Premier! 
Several members interjected. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It was very positive about him—very positive! It was quite interesting; I was walking through 
the tunnel and there was a beautiful comment about the Premier! I think I took a photo actually, Premier! 
Anyway, part of the process is to reinforce that tunnel. When it was built, around 1998 or 1999, it was under the 
previous regulations in relation to the reinforcement of tunnels and structures adjacent to rail lines. Part of the project 
is reinforcing the Glen Iris tunnel, which has basically lain empty and unutilised for many, many years. 
Mr D.A. Templeman: You could’ve grown mushrooms in there!  
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I do not want to know what was growing in there, member! 
As we emerge, we head towards Cockburn station. We have to lift the existing rail line between that tunnel to 
Cockburn station and move it out towards the freeways. Then we have to put a new rail line in the middle, which 
is the Thornlie–Cockburn Link. Moving the entire rail line between the Glen Iris rail tunnel and Cockburn station 
is significant works in anyone’s description. 
We have apologised for that disruption, and we will work to make sure that we can move people to all the places they 
want to go to—to workplaces or, in particular, the hospital. That is why we took the opportunity to consult with users 
and commuters, and that is what we are doing right now. We are out there consulting commuters. Metronet, the 
biggest transformation of our rail system in the state’s history, is going to cause disruption. We understand that, and 
we are trying to make sure that we communicate effectively with people. 
The Liberal–National government’s approach of not doing anything is not the model we will undertake. The 
Liberal–National government’s approach of promising rail lines—Ellenbrook rail line, Thornlie–Cockburn Link—
again and again, and failing to deliver, is not the model we want to undertake. The former government’s model 
of shutting down the AvonLink, shutting regional rail and completely undermining freight on rail in regional 
Western Australia is not the model we are going to undertake. 
Yes, investing in rail causes disruption and new rail lines cause disruption. We apologise. This is about building 
infrastructure, not just for today, but for tomorrow. 
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